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Thereflections to be presentedinthis and aparalel article by Miaand Gstro are
based on ongoi ng studi es of Bazilian Sedish and Russian and Ghi nese nedi a
nateria s dealingwth the Vorld Social Foruns (V&) in 2001-2004. The overriding
questioninthis paper concerns the ways nai nstreamned a of very d fferent societies
have re-constructed the g obal and | ocal i ssues addressed by the Foruns. G the four
nar ket - ori ent ed econonies, Gnmuni st Chi na and Rost - Soci al i st Russia stand out as
bei ng a nost silent about the V& favouring econonic gl obalization - seeningly at
odds wth cultura globalization. InBazil and Sreden the domnant nedi a har bour
cotrad ctary d scourses reflecting dfferent pditicad positions visai the V&=
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As refl exdes aqui presentes, assimcono 0 artigo de Mia e Gastro publicado nesta revista,
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Foruns. Das quatro econonias orientadas pel o nercado, a Chi na conuni sta e a Rissi a pos-
soci d i sta nant émumsi | énci o quase conpl et o sobre o F3VI favorecendo a gl obal i zagdo econdnica,
e goarentenante, afastando-sedagobdizacdocutura. No Basil e na S¥cia, anid a domnante
encanpa di scursos contrad térios refl etindo posi ¢des pa iticas diferentes sobre o FSV

ForumSoci al Mindi @ — niidi @ donnant e — gl obal | zagdo cul tural

"Professor and chai r, Mdia and Gnmunication Sudies. Departnent of Journal i sm
Medi a and Communi cation Stockholm Uhiversity, Stockholm Sweden.
(ekej an@nk. su. se)

Cont enpor anea, w. 2 ne 2 p 117-138 Dz 2004 117



lesréfledos qi sot présetéesic & das |’ atidepardldede Miaet Gstro sont basées sur
des ét udes des nat éri aux i ssus des nédias brésiliens, suédas, russes et chinas concernant |es
Foruns Soci aux Mondi aux (V@) dans | a péri ode de 2001 a 2004. La question du dépassenent
dans cet article concerne | es nani eres dont | es nédi as de nasse traditi onnel s des différentes
soci étés reconstrui sert | es questions gl obal es et | ocal es abordées dans | es foruns. Des quatre
économies ori entées vers | e narché, | a Ghine conmuni ste et | a Russi e Post-sodidiste seti emat
comne | es pl us si | enci euses au suj et du VB favori sant | a gl obal i sation écononique - appar ennent
en désaccord aec lagddisaioncdtudle AIBésil e enSede |es ndd as dominants ti ennent
des d scours cotrad ctoires qu est unreflet des dfférentes positions sur | es VB

Foruns Soci aux du Mondi aux - nédi as domnants - gl obal i sation culturelle

Las refl exiones a ser presentadas en este articuloy enotro paral el o de Miay Gistro estan
basadas en est udi os en curso sobre nat eri al es nedi &icos de Basi/, Seciay Rusiay Ghina que
tienen rel aci 6n con | os Foros Socia es Mindi a es (FSVI de 2001- 2004. La pregunta domnante en
este articul o tiene que ver con | os nodos en | os que | os nedi os princi pal es de soci edades nuy
diferentes han reconstruido | os asuntos g obal es y | ocal es tratados por |os Foros. Delas cuatro
econonias ori entadas por el nercado, 1a Giina comunistay | a Rusia pos-socia i sta se destacaan
con per naneci endo en si | enci o con respecto al FIVI por favorecer |a gl obal i zaci 6n econdnica
— aparent enent e en desacuerdo con | a gl obalizaci 6n cultural. Bn Brasil y Suecia |os nedios
doninant es al bergan di scursos contradi ctorios que refl g an diferentes posi ciones pd iticas con
respecto a FSM

Foros Soci a es Mindi al es — ned os doninant es — gl obal i zaci on cul tural
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Background

The Virl d Soci @l Forumand the nedi a representati ons of it highlight
severad phenonenare ated to transforning pover structures inad oo i zed
vorld largdy drivenby nedia, ddand new It ra ses questi ons about the
possi bilities for worl dwde doninance and resi stance, the rel ationship
betveen ned aand pd itica systens, the chang ng foundations for pditica
action and participation, nediaand socia novenents, re-aligmnents of
poner inaso-cdleddeterritaidizedverld, etc. A thesaetineit aso
strongly probl enati zes nati on-founded approaches i n nedi a st udi es and
pditicd sciencedike Al thsnakesit ressoddetobdievetha the V-
canserve as a litnus test of nedia and society rel ati ons under wdely
dfferent nationd conditions. Inthis paper ve canaly g ve aprovisiod
atlire

Wien di scussing the VB | take it inthe broadest sense, as sonething
including not only the events that have occurred at four tines in two
different places, Porto A egre and Mintbai over the years 2001- 2004,
but all the nobilization, action and counter-action taken during and
bet veen these everts, and, inthe cotext o this paper, the representation
of the V& phenonenon in different types of nedia world-wde. The
neani ng and future of all these novenents gat heri ng under the V&=
unirel lais of course highly dependent onthe vays it is hand ed by ned a
actars, thelater asobeingpart o the prod ens addressed by the Foruns®.
The nedi a nay by all probability be an evernore significant arenafor
coflictsinthe “post-pditica”, “post-nationd” vorld —and nat oy an
arena, but forceful actors inthemsel ves, servingtheir own conmercia
andidedogca inerestsadinthat asochangngthe conditions for and
forng of gaobdl adlocd coflicts.

It isinthenature of things that socia novenents, newand d d, take a
critica stance against contenporary ided ogica apparatuses. It iseqdly
| ogical that those nedi a whi ch serve as carriers of domnant idedl ogi es
tend to pay down this side of socia criticism— not accepting being
portrayed as political actors or just servants to governnents or ot her
estadl i shnent s.
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The V& is sonetines described as an anti-globalization coalition,
sonet i nes as a novenent for “gl obal i zati on frombel oW, then conpared
tothe Davos neeting, representing “g obalizationfromabove’. Thisis nat
toofarfetchedsinceit dl stated ot as anati-Cavos neeting Vel lersten
describes it as “aloose codition of transnetiond, nationd, and | oca
novenents, wth mitiple

priorities, woareuitedprinarilyinther oppositiontothe neo-liberd
vorld order” (Ve lerstein, 2002). This is bound to evoke very different
resposes indfferent parts of thevarldandind fferent types of ned a
Qe dinensioninthisis the sheer anount of coverage. Another isthe
relative focus on the VB and the Wrld Economic Forum (V)
respectively. Wlenit cones tothe cotent of reportingve areinterested,
ing dia, inconcepts of denacracy, techniques of Qhering, the use of
net aphors and visual el enents andthe vays al |l thisadd uptoalimted
nunber of dominant thenes.

The choice of Bazil, Sweden, Russia and Ghina follows ‘the | argest
differences’ approach wthin conperative studies, nost likely toyied
sigificat dfferencesinterns of ided og cd and cuturd resposes —but
because of what d fferences? There are huge di fferences, of course, betveen
these countries as exponents of dfferent pditica and econonic systens,
but the journalistic representati ons of the VB annual events nay al so
differ because of the different positionsinthe g oba systemand their
comng on very d fferent roads intolate nodernity.

Qe path of pditica denocratization has been fol | oved by a nunier of
LainAwericancoutries, startingincdoid addcaaid o athoitaian
pests, variously reflectedintoday’ sneda Bazil isour chosencase /s
wth Rissiathisis back-grounded inthe earlier study nentioned above.

Seden dffers fromthe other three, not oy insize, but & so because of
therdaivesodd adpditicd stadlity o this cautry. It is acoutry
wthout an authoritarian past in the nodern era, but wth declining
participationinthe Sredi sh and Biropean parlianentary el ecti ons and
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corporativistic tendencies, oftennentionedininternati ona conpari sons,
dsointhenedastructure.

Rissiaof thelast decade and a hd f has been terned “transitiona ”, wich
inplies sone kind of in-between position —and also a direction. Qur
preferred term “transfornati ona ”, signifies |ess confidence about that
drection. Wenit cones to denacratic devel opnents we get contradi ctory
signal's, not least vhenit cones to the nedia system

Chi na, the Gonmuni st one-party state, whi ch recently becane a nenfer
of the WQ has a ned a systemvhi ch, still, islargdy cotrdledby the
QP Qitud gomizationisnat yet onthe officia agenda, in strong
contrast to econonic gl obalization. It i s Gnmuni smthe Chi nese vay,
dsointhefiddad thened a

To put etiquettes onthese countries, such as post-authoritarian, post-
conmoni st or post-socia i st, corporativistic caataismand narket-ori ented
conmuni smseens to be afutile exercise. As we shall see, these | abel s
are not very good predictors of nediaoutput, at |east not as seen from
the linnted perspective of this provisiond conperative study. Because of
this afewwords are in place on national conparisons in a g obal i zed
vorl d, defying nost ready-nade cl assifications of both countries and ned a
syst ens.

O national conpar i sons

The nation-state nay nat be wthering anay ingeneral as sone ‘g obalists
wll haveit, but it isnologer thesane cataner of pditica processes as
it nay once have been. It hes taken onnewfuxctios adit iscetanya
dfferent thingindfferent parts of thevorld Swall nations and super-
povers have very littleincoman, for onething, dftenbeng positionedin
centres and peri pheries and thus in a dependency rel ati onship. Forgetting
suchrelation-ships ofteninplicates a“nethodd ogi cal netionalismi, in
the words of Urich Beck. It tends to see the nation as a conta ner of
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dodizaioneffects. > W are l eft wth a “bal ance” nodel, or zero-sum
idea, of therdativestrengthof thenationstate vs. the g aod system—
instead of afranework not taking the “nationvs. the g obal” d cho-tony
asagven bu, raher, sahdiyrdevat theoreticd ppddem Har, far
instance hes stragy criticzed “thelintation of state-catrist aoproaches’
whi ch often anount s to “anal yses that begin and end wth nati on-states’.
The prod emis that “(t)hese [retion-besed classificatios gveus avedth
of enpirica data, but theresult is conceptua confusion and genera
i nconcl usi veness wen ve try to expananythinginterns of such state-
centered categories” (Sdair 1995:45). Further, wenit cones to nati ons
ashue- adwthaslageregod, classadethiic dfferences - as, far
instance, the federations of Bazil and Rissia, the nation category turns
intoaprddenatic astraction, tosay theleast. ® Theissueisrather the
vays economic, socia and cultura differences and fractioning are
structured “loca |y’ in response also to the g obal context — |ocal
dfferentiaionbengpart of alarger coplexty. “For instance, nati ond
dites nay prafit i nmensely fromecononnc g obali zati onvhil e ather strata
nay be even less vell off - this night explain nuch of the resi stance
agpinst “gobdlizatioT, particdarlyinlatinAwerica but throughout nore
core areas inthe worl d econony, peripheries and sem-peripheri es.

Ancther circunstance that should a ert nedia scholars is that the press
and never ned a since the early 19" century have been centra nechani sns
for rtionbuldng o, intheidedo-gcad costruction of retion-ness (the
vl | -known Benedi ct Anderson fornul @). For conparati ve nedi a st udi es
theresuts of thishistorica costructionworkis aparticuarly re evant
enpirical problem not a nethodol ogi cal basel ine. To what extent have
what characteristics of nations been deternined by specific nedia
inervetionsinthenationd cutue- by theyelowpressinthe Ag o
Aericanverld, or by pditicizednedainltdy?

Tostart wthaclassificationbasedondudous, if a al nade nanifest,
assunpt i ons about di fferences taken as i ndependent vari adl es, “standard
vays of classifying countries in conpara-tive socioogy”® istopt the
cat befaretheharse Eg thefirst, secodadthird (andfourth) verl ds,
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invented in 1955 by representati ves of reg ons refusi ng to chose between
the two col d var alternatives, state conmuni smand capitalism Anore
recent classificationof nedasystensis Grran &Park s four-fid d schene
based on two di chotonies: denocratic vs. authoritarian and neo-1iberal
vs. regdated Tothisis added anextracategory: “transitiond and nxed’
soci eties (Grran and Park, 2000:13). Ve wll retuntothis cassification
below but it is dvious thet three of our coutries belong to the fifth
caegry. Thsdsoactudizesthe prad enwth static caegries: the process
of change canitse f be seenas acategory | eft out by definition Types of
change, driving forces, direction, speed, etc. nake up sone of the
di nensi ons characterizing avorldin transfornati on.

There are thus several problens wth a conparative strategy based on a
nore o lessintutive nore o less grioristic sorting of the dyjects of
inestigation. Exrlyadlaenodentiesasvell asdfferet positionsin
the present world systemare bound to produce fundanental |y di fferent
under - st and ngs and concept udl i zati ons of nedi a and soci ety re ati onshi ps.

Inanore or less gl obalizedworld, country conpari sons nay be nore or
| ess neaningful, depending on what it is that is conpared, and how
Gadi-zaiontends toconfoud the log c of (country-besed) conperra-tive
resear ch because exogenous factars are, nare o less by definition, taking
over the endogenous ones. Niti on-based conpari sons tend toisd ate ther
oy ects fromeach ather, a the cost of the ad ysis o the tensions crested
between nation states and the external world, as has been poi nted out
recently by Appedurai: “the ki nds of conperisonof socid unitsthet relied
ontheir enpirica separability cannot be secure” (Appadurai, 2001 5).

Thisheingsadl wil still argue for nati on-based conperat i ve appr caches
as atod for theinvestigation of transnational processes. Not thet the
netion state is nechanicaly taken as the basic unit, for dl sorts of
conparisons. Rither, therationis aninportant leve inbetveenthe g aod
adtheloca adthereasonisthe strongnod o historicaly instituted
retiod pditicd cutues. Dvergngned areresetatios o varld everts
reflect these cultures, but these representations a so depend on
contenporary transnati onal conmuni cations. The end result derives from
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the interacti on betveen these d achroni ¢ and synchroni ¢ sets of cond tioms.
Thisinteraction devel ogps across tine, wichinplies, for instance that
national nedia nay recontextual i ze or reinterpret events to nake them
nore under-standale —or pditicaly usefu —inthe netiond cotext (the
vel | - knoan donest i cat i on phenonenon). The pditica or ided ogica i npact
of g abal nedanay thus be transient wenit cones to particu ar issues.
Wth increasing “turnover” inworld news this effect becones stronger,
leaving little tine for retiod pditicd imstituios ad inerpretative
nachi -neries tosart things aut for their mationd aud ences. °

W arethus aining a atheoretical perspectivetha takes us beyond one-
siddpriaitiesd thegadd o theratiod as dl-encopessi ng exd aetay
franeworks. |nstead we woul d argue t hat

- retiod pditicd cdtues still nakeala of dfference for the ned g
especi a |y the press; however, especially tel evision nay nonentarily
confformto trans-nati onal nedia events and “global ” interpretati ons of
them

- ngor national (“nainstreami) nedia tend to support, through their
selective coverage andintheir opnionnaterias, national paicies, in
particdar fodgnpdides, servimgwet is dtenreferredtoas the reti od
ineet;

- national nediais aplace were clashes between gl obal and nati onal
cutures are sonatines articu ated, inonevay or ather;

- nainstreamnediatendtointerpret pditica phenonenaintrad tiona
and nationdistic terns, wich neans that newpditical activities nat
indving € ected represatatives, o preferredpditica procedres, dvays
runthe risk of bei ng di snissed as undenacratic, irrati onal and suspect;
o, asthecase nay be, they arenat covered at al;

- onbathgabal and national |evel s the nai nstreamned a nay be opposed
bydteraive(radcd, gpositiod, dterdgive ec) nda therdaiashp
between these two nedia forns is milti-faceted, sonetines nutual |y
edadtaive
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- intheerad econonic g dod i zati on the above cond tios vark d fferently
incore, sen-peripheral and peripheral econonies —in a super-pover state
there nay be | ess conflict betveen d oodl i zation and the netiondl interest
conpared to periphera countries, becausethelatter nay fee aneedto
protect thensel ves against the forner, beit inecononic, cuturd o other
aress.

Inthefolowngwe wll focus onour four countries and howthe V& has
beenreported, gventhe very dfferent nedaad pditicd condtions. In
nost parts of the world the nedi a coverage of the V&= gat herings have
sl owy increased over the years wth i ncreasi ng nunbers of partici pants.
V- nat eria s have a so becone i ncreasingly avai | ad e onthe veb. Sill,
there are certain countries where the coverageis mininal, a least inthe
dominant nedia. Let us nowtake a quick | ook at the coverage, or non
coverage, of the V- events.

Te far ocwutries
cover age and non- cover age

Bazil

It isnowonder that the Vorld Social Foruns heldin Porto A egre vere
wdely covered by Bazilian neda Especidly the onein 2002, visited by
the newy e ected Wirkers’ Party president Lula. This cover age vas very
nixed - al ong the wal e scal e fromsynpat hetic to anti pat heti ¢ voi ces,
refl ecting the open soci ad and econonic cl eavages of Brazilian society.
Regi ondl and nati ondl tel evi si on coverage vas i ntense and severd studi es
of this coverage are undervay. Inthe article by Miaand Gestro (inthis
i ssue) three domnant dscoursesinthengjor diilieswereidatified Frst,
the Forumvas described as a “carnival” (or “spectacl €), focusing onthe
festive side. This was ad so very noch infocus inthe visual naterials.
Second, the Forumwvas described as Uopia, read “uredistic’, o filled
wth “usd ess verbosity’. Third, the Forumves perce ved of a nanifestation
of segnents of the Left.
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Sweden

The often noted corporativistic structure of the Saedi sh nedi a system
and a bal ance of power shifting tovards econonic and nanageriad interests
(Dahl gren, 2000) woul d al so nake us expect a coverage favouring the
VE-adridicudingthe V. Onthewho ethisis a sowhat happened in
the ngjor nedia, particuarlyinthe econony and international pages, as
coul d al so be expected. But other voi ces sonetines found their way into
the cutua pages, like Nbom Keinwitinginthe largest tadoid the
Atobl adet (Feb. 13, 2002). A so one of the founders of the Siedi sh
Atac wate onthe debate page of the sane paper (Feb. 7, 2002), reporting
“epharicd ly’ fromRorto Aegeastheaticdevas franed by the ed tor of
the page. Articles based on web nateria s and synpat heti c wth the V&
coud oftenbe found inregionad papers and, of course, indternaive or
radical nedia—increasingy so over the years.

I n Sneden the coverage of the VS has increased over the years. Asin
Russia (see bel ow it has been “bal anced’ by the si nul taneous reporting
fromthe Vgrl d Econonic Foruns (V) , held in Davos or NewYork Gty.
In the Sred sh press these two everts vere of ten gi ven space on the sane
pece, by dfferent correspondarts. Thisillustraes the b aced “reutrdity”’
o Seden wthapditicd cdtuewthnwichdsotruhis considered as
an out cone of negotiations. The V- was seen as nore serious and
responsi bl e, tal k about econony etc., purported y havi ng consequences
for the world, whereas the VB nany tines was described in terns of
spectad e canivd, perty, pay, cdous, sing ngand dancing—by dfintion
(inthisjourdistic cotext) the gyosite of seriousness.

Ny journal i stic presuppositions are at work here. WWenit cane tothe
V&= “ Anyone who expect ed vi d ence and devastation wll be frustrated’
and “vel | -behaving participants’ ( The Dagens Nyheter). Rdidous
net aphors al so appear — the 60.000 participants are said to have
plginagedtoRrto Aege Therearedsokitchenactivities: “The forum
has been boi | i ng of opi ni ons, and acconpani ed by casserol e druns. "
Mstly the “utopian” trait was highlighted, which neant that the V& on
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the wd e cou d be seen as an “urred i stic” prgect, as adreamnat to be
taken seriagly.

The Vi | d Econoninc Forum on the ather hand, gives “(@) sober picture of
theverld s economes” (heeding). Inthis casethe futureis under contra
adwshesaenat a dl uredistic. For inmstace, it issadtha “(t)he
next neetingis aready a success” (head i ne about the upconing neeting
in Mnterrey, Mxico). The contrast between the coverage of these
respective Foruns is all the nore striking as they appear on the sane
page inthe |l eadi ng Snedi sh daily, the Dagens Nyhet er. The dom nant
dscourseonthe VEFis strikingy sinmlar tothat of the Grnivaistic ad
Uopianfranes inthe Bazilian press. The photographic nateria strongy
underlines this perspective onthe V& Two favoured pi ctures shoved a
burning dol 1 ar note and posters wth Ghe Guevara.

During the different V&S there have been al | kinds of nedia-critica
activities. Tnsnabilization inperticda aganst transrationd ned a as
part of the prad envithneo-liberd gdwdization heslargdy gore unati ced
inthenationd coverages (Wththe possible exceptiond Bazil). This hes
beenthe case in Siedeninspite of itsreativey broad coverage and the
use of correspondents sert tothesites. Invarios adternaive ned a, veb
based or not, onthe ather hand this is sonetines anajor issue. Thisis
aclassicad dilenma the nediaasthewite spot of the nedia. Thereis
anexcegptiontothis, hovever, andthis concerns thereiteration, inthe
reporting, of sone well-grounded conmonpl aces about nedi & s coverage
of ralies and denonstrations. Mnor di sputes ari se nowand then bet ween
noreand less popuar neda It isoftennatedthat thereisafocus onthe
dranati c el enents and on the soneti nes vi o ent nonents. But this focus
isnostly neturalized, it has to do wth “neveworthiness” and there i s
seldomif ever adiscussionaof thisotdogca strategy inthe nai nstream
nedi a about its possible politica causes and consequences. Wiat is
nevevorthy i's nostly taken as a gi ven.
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Russi a

Rissiahas auniique positioninthe Rost-Sviet vorld @ specid interest
inthiscotext isthewvays Rst-Scidist nedastands ot fromathers, if
they do. Wiat does thelabd “Post-Scidist”, o “Rost-Gnmoni st”, sigify
today ather thanareference topest codtios?Isit asocid farnationin
itsomrigt, reflecteddsoinits nedasystem(as dl socid fornati ans)?

Wiat about Russia, the najor post-Socidist, or Rost-Conmoni st (anatter
of ternminol ogi cal dispute) country? It is a conmon observation that a
snal | nunter of dligarchs and nore or | ess ano--ny-nous banks and oi
conpani es contra naj or nevs-papers, oftenviafinancial or invest-nent
firng and strategi c ownershi p shares i n nedi a hol di ng conpani es. Mat
has changed during the Rutin adnini stration since 2000is that TVas a
ned umis nowd rectly and indirectly contrd | ed by the Krenhi n apperat us,
whi ch has caused alat of conrcerndsointernationaly. Thereis nowone
officia govern-nent TV channel, the RIR(Rbssija), but through stae
owned conpani es the govern--nent ind rectly a so contrd s the nati orwide
ORT ad NIV- after ousting the two best-knomn d i garchs, Berezovski
and Gusi n-skij fromthese respective channel's. The i ndependent and very
popul ar TV6 was cl osed down early in 2002 and then re-appear ed as
NS a“private nodel of quasi-public TV (Martanova & Zassour sky 2003
100ff). Rght nowthere are two 24-hour sports channel s.

The present nedia situation originatedinthe nid-1990s. Throughout the
1990s there vere fierce struggl es over al naj or nedia and i nfornation
vars raged between groups of nedia no-guls. The forces were real i gned
before the presidentia eectionin 1996, wththe Gnmnistsinthelead
intheopinonpdls. Towardoff thisthreat thenedanaguslinedupto
support Yeltsin (aided a so by Anerican public rel ations ex-perts). The
victory of theincunent had several consequences for the nedi a system
Inthe next fewyears Berezovskij (ORI etc.) and Gusi nskij (MBI-Mdia
wth NIVetc.) weretobuildup TVenpiresinwvhichpaditical influence
cou d not be di sen-tangl ed fromeconomc profit.

Ater Yeltsin, however, the new president started a paitica and
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admni -stra-tive canpai gn agai n these digarchs (and later others). The
tax police (the chief of which was appointed prine ninister in Mrch
2004) was one weapon used, for instance against Grzinskij's NTV, sirne
2001 in the hands of the state-owned Gaz-prom NIV was one of the
ned a outl ets wth acritica voce duringthe first Gechen var. Bxis
Brezovskij, faner secretaryinpresidat Yatsin s security coudl, ativey
supported Ritin' s presi -dentia cand -dacy, but soon turned oppositiond .
Nowhe control s Konmer sant , Nwi ye | zvesti a ad Nezavi si naya Gazet a,
dl o themeriticd o the preset Kemhinadmn stration Wththe exogptiaon
of Mkhai | Khodorkovsky, put inarrest during the nonths before the 2004
presidentia e ections onthe charge of financia frauds, the renai n-ning
digarchs donat eqoress pdi-tica anhitions.

The positionandrd e of thenedain betveen private capital and pditica
pover seens to be the key to understanding not onl'y nedi a i n present -
oy Rissia, but Rost-Syiet tramsitioningenerd: “A'traditiod’ pditicd
history of Rssiaintheningtieswoddbeinconpeteif it ddnot include
nedi a i ssues and the rise and fall of Russia s first ned a nagnates”. 1°
Qe could argue that it is not unique that nedia issues nowadays
everywhere faomanineyd part of nodernpditicd history. Thefdlowng
excerpt froman articletitled “Russia Anornal country” and witten by
two uni versity professors, at Harvard and UdArespectively, gives us
sone rel evant conparative insights: “Russiais typical of nidd e-i ncone
nar ket economes. Anost all of these —fromMxico and Brazil, to
South Korea, Ml aysia and South Arica —are domnated by a few
pditicdlyinfluetid tycoons worece ve specid favars framthe gover ment
and of ten abuse minority sharehol ders...” 1

I'n Russi an nedi a t he VS have so far recei ved scant reporti ng conpared
tothe Davos and New York Gty neetings of the Verl d Econonic Forum
Reports focused nostly on the VIR, sonetines wth references in passi ng
tothe V& Asyste-natic searchin connectionwththe V8 in Rorto
Aegrein 2002 and the si nul taneousl y held V= in NewYork Gty only
yi el ded agency nateria s and transl ati ons fromforeign nedia as far as
the VB was concerned. 2 Srong criti ci smvas rai sed agai nst the verbal
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agor essi on by the Aneri can admni stration agai nst countries defined as
bdongngtothe“axis of evil”. Russiahed anather definition

Sone of the VB naterial s was publ i shed by wwv ranl er.ru and the
veb edtion of Nezavi si noe obozrenie. Afew business veeklies, |ike
Konpani j a, pudishedrelatively neutral nateria onthe VB describing
its obj ectives. Sources used were EuroNews | nfornation and Deut sche
Vel | e. Russiawvas not onthe agenda in Miniiai i n spite of Chechnya and
the anti-var rallying duri ng the 2004 V&~

Chi na

Inspted thedfidd trust incopetitioninahe aessthemadastrutue
inhinaisstill rather nondithic. Al nedaare contrdled by the huge
Infor-nation and propaganda mnistry, televisionis central i zed under the
Gina Gntrd Te evision (GNV) andthe nagj or national nevspapers fd | ons
the party ling wththe Regple’s aily inBajing asits | ead ng organ.
Qher vaices, dsomldy critical ones, nay be heardin Bnd i sh-| anguage
ned a (like GCTVs Gannd 9) and i n busi ness nagazi nes. Mstly, hovever,
thereisastrikingy positivetaeinddly reporting cderaingprayessin
various aress. To sone extert thisistheresut of ‘paidjourndism (cf
‘black narketing in Russia), a phenonenon recogni zed as a naj or probl em
wthjournalismintodays Gina Pat of theprodemisthat dsopudic
authorities engage in paidjournal i smas sponsors. There are cases when
nedi a coverage has resutedinpublic outery wth pditica consequences.
Inone case awdely reported court sentence was changed and there are
nany sinilar exanpl es. Inthis way the narket orientati on of the nedia,
asood oficid ones, nay sonetines serve politica denocratization.

The present author recently travelled in Ghina and had gpportunities to
inter-viewnews editors and staff and students in the conmuni cation
departnents of naj or universitiesinBaljing and Shanghai. The VB was
largely unknomn. Infact not one researcher or student ansvered that she
o he had heard about it ad a fewjounaists oy vaguely, if a al
(although @l of themwere heavy web users). The sanplingis of course
highy urepresentative, but it indicates that the VEEis not sinply an
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issuein China. Qe mght have expected that Gonmunist rueinplies a
receptivity for and attention to anti-Gitaist nanifestations and
pr opaganda around the world. But things are not that sinple and cl ear-
cut, any longer, if they ever vere. Ater the opening of 1976 the nar ket
orientation has becone ever nore out spoken and thi s confoi - nati on of
Qnmoni st one-party ru e and a hi gh-speed capita i st narket grovih night
seemenignatic, but onlyif one subscribestothebdief that capitadistic
narkets arefreeinal respects. Asinthe Vesternverldnedadigopdies
tend to get the upper hand (Padovani, 1998).

Recently Ghina a so entered the WQ sonething that night nake it | ess
prone to join the out-spoken enenies of this organi zati on. The recent
aientationtoverds the BJis anather narker of itscloseaffiliaionwth
Vestern capita-lism not only i n Hongkong and the sout h-east provi nces,
bu dsoinBijing Resat offidd Ginesepdides strogy favar economc
gobaization Gitwa goaizationisadfferent natter dos (Grran,
1996) . 8

However, China did appear on the agenda of the V& in Minbay in
January 2004. Mbstly oncritica issues likethe Tibet questionandthe
shortage of water inrural areas in sone northern provi nces because of
govermnernta prioritiesgiventovater supply inthe netropoles. Qher
than that there was a focus on regional Asianissues, inparticuar the
GinaIndialntercutural Dal ogue. Rroblens wth governance i n China
(not to be confounded with “good gover nance” as used by the Vigrl d Bank)
ver e a so addressed.

Gonpar i sons and concl usi ons

Ater this quick perusd of netiond ned a coverages, o non-coverages, of
the possible birth of a“daod civil society’ ve wll novturnto afind
d scussi on. Hwto understand di fferences and siml arities froma cross-
nati onal perspective? Wiat use do ve have of recel ved categorizations in
conpar at i ve st udi es?
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Grerdizingbroady and far beyond the scant enpiricad naterid presented
here, howare we to categori ze these countries, wiat paraneters arethe
nost rel evant ones if we vant to explainthe diverg ng responses, or non
responses, tothe V& (or any other gabal evert of potentia politica
significance)? Hwtoexplainthat a“g obal” event |ike the VB gets so
dfferent coverage —astohbathquatity ad cotert —ind fferet coutries
wiich are a| g obalizedin one sense or anather? Gne woul d hypot hesi ze
that large-scal e occurrences wth palitical rel evance woul d get equal
trestnent in domnant netiond nevs nedia around the varld (Wth dffering
opinion nateria s acconpanyi ng it). The nacro-soci ol ogi cal appr oach
taken here urges ustotrytoexgdan, ininteractiona terns, the actual
d fferences in ned a coverage. Hbwdo g aval and rationd factars conti ne
toexdandfferences ad siml artities?

Theidead the VE-runs contrary tothat of the nation state as a system
for fornal and hi erarchi cal deci si on-naki ng based on sone princi pl e of
representation (beit of divine pover or popul ar consent). The Forumi's
just anaremafor the generation of ideas about anather vorld Inthat it is
not congruent, neither wththe principles of the nation state, nor wth
those of jourrdism thetwo “pillars of nodernity”’. ¥ As a consequence
one shoul d not expect national nedia, aways inmersedinone pditical
cutueo awther tohal anti-statist nanfestations or forns couter to
the establ i shed procedures and processes of opinionrfornati on. The form
o theVE-isinitsdf apratest against pditics as ve are used to knowi t
@t 5 uopianand sonetines it 5 canvdisticl). Adthsar for coutries
have i n conmon: their national nedia do not endorse the basic i deas at
the V@S, either by being silent about themor by patronizing them
sonet i nes conpari ng themw th the nore “sober” expressi on of the VES.
Thisiswa coudbe expected and inthis respect the nati onal contexts
nake for simlarity.

Intwo o our coutries, China ad Russia, the V& is anonissue. Q,
thereis apassive reporting relying on agency naterial s or translations
fromforegnned a. As far as ve have been adl e to detect there have been
nocritica exchanges, pdic ddetes o ddiberaionsrdaingtotheidess
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o the VB not evenin Rissiawere naterid isavaladdeincetanprin
nedi a and on the Vdb. This naterial nay serve at | east nicro-public
spheres, wthpditicd ddiberaionstakingpace ouside pldic areres, in
an atherwse veekl y devel gped civil soci ety.

Howdo Russia conpare wth hina, interns bath of systemcheracteristics
and Vi coverage? Dfferences are of corse striking. In1989the nilitary
brutal 1y curbed the protests in Ti anamen Suarein Beijing and pditica
opposi tion has si nce then been very weak, if existent. 1n 1991 the Sovi et
uni on col | apsed and a coup i nstal | ed a non-conmuini st | eader shi p. There
have been ei ght denocratic e ections (for the Duna and the B esi dency)
since then. Rditica oppositioncan, honever, not rea ly be foundinthe
Dna, cotrdledby the president inthe sensethat no oppositiond parties
nanaged to get inthe last eections. Adthe “gol den era’, 1992-3, for
thenedaisover. Red paitica oppositionislargdy found onthe web,
not onretiod tdevision Thereisacetanpgudisminthepress. Asin
Ghi na the Bngl i sh-1 anguage nedi a seemto have | ess tight (sel f-i nposed
o not) reins thenthe vernacu ar ones and this a so goes for part of the
busi ness press.

Inthe two other coutries, Bazl and Sweden, the VS are nade a
pditicd issue dthoughwthinlinits. The “Latin Aeri can nodd ” inplies
that conpetingdites adstrugges wthindites (the Bazilian goverment
itsdf harbours suchinbult coflicts) nake for ided og cd strugg es d so
inpublic spaces (Ve sbord, 2000). Linited di sputes over the neani ng
and i npact of the V& nay be found in Snedi sh opinion nateria s because
o thelogparty-presstradition Thengjor c eavage inreporting, hovever,
goes hetween the news pages or news casts of the national nedia onthe
one hand and the cultural pages and a nunber of snal | er nagazi nes on
the ather. These two ned a sectars constitute re aivel y secl uded veor| ds,
correspond ng loosely tothe idea of the tvo-verl d system d scussed t oday
anangpditicad scietists: thestate-centric andthe nol ti-certric verl ds.
Thisisadstinctiontha cuts through bath the g obal and the nationd .
The state-centric and the nul ti-centric systens are both found on both
dad admaiod/locd leds.
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Let ustake at ook at sone exi sting classificatory schenes and see how
they mght helpus expdandfferences or simlarities. For instance, the
di vi sion betvween V¥stern and Non- Véstern (“the Rst”) coutriesis
obvi ousl y not appli cable. Wth the possibl e exception of Sheden these
coutriesdl indude extrendly “vestern zed' spaces side by sidewth pre-
noder n pockets or even regions. The urbarrura dvisionis very strog
and obviously accel eratingin Gina, Rissiaand Bazil dike. This neans
thet the Nort h-Sout h di nensi on, is equal ly i nappli cabl e and for the sane
ressons, andthis dsogoes, of course for the @ dVer partitionng o the
vorldinoa Fre,a Second ada Thrd axd Fourth one. Thi s does not
nean that the differences and soci o-economc cl eavages that these
distinctions refer toare gone. Ohthe contrary, they cut through nacro-
reg ons, netioms and netropd ises. The (ati-nediberd) ati-dododizaion
novenent islargdyapditicd ardcuturd g oba responsetothe | ocd
reper cussi ons of economic gl obal i zation. This is a conpl exity seeming y
beyond the g ven genre capaci ties of nast nati onal nai nstreamj ourna i sm

Interns o soci o-econonic inequal ity Rissiaand Bazil ratevery highin
internationa conpari sons. Sreden has experienced i ncreasi ng i nequal i ties
since the 1980s (as a de-regul ating post-vel fare state). Chi na shows
increases wththerise of alarge social group of rich peop e (nare than
100.000 dol lar il lionai res and 200 nl i on peopl e bel owthe poverty
line) and grow ng unenpl oynent, especialy onthe countryside, creating
f ast - devel opi ng soci o- econonic ¢l eavages, urban-rural differences and
regad inegdities.

Bren the distinction between cgitdis and sdist fonations is
probl enatic. The present Ghinese brand of socidismgves ala of freedom
tonarket forces. Bazil's capitdist econony i s adnini stered by a Vidrker s’
Party president. Russian Post-Social i smentails strong gover nnent al
invo venent inbighbusiness. It isanenerginglawvand order capitaism
(Zassour sky, 2004).

Thereisonednension, theexistence of fornal parlianentary denocracy,
al ong vhi ch these countries are easily sorted, wth China standi ng out.
There are dections on loca levels, but the systemis not “avai |l abl €
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retiod ly, inthedfida |agege

Thedfficdtiesinfindngessily gpicadedassificaay pincipes ae
reflectedd soinatenpistosot coutriesastother nedia systens. For
the sinple reason that these systens are refl ecti ons of the soci o-econonc
order. Grran &Park, intheir [e-Vésterni zing Mdi a S udi es vol une
from2000, introduced the fol | owng two naj or di nensi ons as a way of
sortingthe nedia systens intoday' sworld denocratic \s athaitaian
adnneoliberad s regdaed Hwever, as noted above they have to
indude an extra fifth caegory for “ trasitiod o nixed societies”,
including China, Eastern Eirrope, Russia, South Anerica and the Mdd e
Esst. Sncethree ot of four coutriesinour study fal wthinthis category
itisdviostha sonefinetuingisneeded @ rather, veneedtointroduce
other factors. It is evenreasonabl e to ask whether there exist any non
transitiond or nontnixed societies. A lesst it seens asif nast coutries
are on the nove a ong bot h these di nensi ons. This nove, its drection
adna lesst speed, nay be as signficat as any tenporary positionina
dassificaay schenelikeths.

Wit isit thenthat exists? Speed, therate a which a soci ety has been
trans-forned inthe recent pest seenstobesigificat factor for a | east
tvworessas. Frst, there exists acd | ective experi ence of changeinsoci ey
andineveryday lifefor alarge portion of the popu ation. Second, fast-
sveepi ng changes inasoci ey, inthe formaof anore or |ess reva uionary
transfornation of the socio-economic order are bound to have
repercussi ons on the systemaof socid classes. Thisisnat just anatter of
the energence of a class of nouveaux riches (and other groups thrown
into poverty), but of a nuch nore conpl ex socia structure wth new
strata overlayering the ol d ones. As has been shown by the Mxi can
soci ol ogi st Rodal fo S avenhagen ol d and newstrata tend t o acconodat e
toone another inthelonger historica run(as wenfeudd lords or, for
that natter, party dficddstuninocgitdists). Bt thspocessinpies
an extrenal y conpl ex soci ety wth strong built-in social and pditica
tensions. Novedays g dbalizationhes ardeinthis process adit strikes
differently dependi ng on the precondi tions at hand. Nations |ike post-
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sodidist Resiaadstill-soddist Ginmhave batheqeriencedardaivey
sudden inmersioninthe global capitalistic system Wat they have in
common is that capitalismwthits class structures have not been in
exi stence i n nodern tines. The high priority givento economic growth
and economc gl obal i zati on al so opens the doors for a g obal consuner
cdtuetha futhe dfferetiaes sod ey.

| condl ude wth these specu etive refl ectios wichtake us ful-cird e roud
to the V@ bei ng a non-i ssue in China and Russia, whereas it recel ved
conflicting public treatnent inin Bazil and Saeden.  The new nar ket
economes, Sciaist or Rost-Socidist, have nat yet had the capecity, o
wll, to develop a plurdistic nedia system And it does not cone
adomaticdly, reither asaresut of anarket econoy nor of theimstituion
o palianetay dectios. THsisnt tosay that dudismisulintedin
our tworelatively ddcapitaistic systens, Bazil and Seden, far from
thet. Bt here, other types of pover coflicts deternine the pud i c agendss
as can be shown i n cl oser anal yses of howthe nedi a represent and deal
wth an event |ike the V&

Not es

" Rvi sed versi on of a paper presented in the Vrki ng group on Post-Soci al i st and Post -
Authoritarian Mdia and Intercultural Gonmunication, |AMIR Forto Aegre, July
2004.

? Recent  books: Actuing Rditics (2000, Russian Reports (2000), 0O scourses of
Change (forthconing. The author has lectured at the UG in Belo Horizonte and
conducted research in collaboration wth colleagues at its Departnent of Social
Gonmuni cation. This has been published in articles as “Espetacul os nidi ati zados e
conuni cagdes denocraticas”, UAMG 2004 and “Mderni dades, nidia e transicéo
politica’ (wth Fousiley Mia and Mria Gres Gastro), ntracanpo, 2004.

3'I‘nereciastrateg’&s(Jf the Forumitself is anissuethat by al prooebility wil cone to
the forefront in Porto Aegre 2005. See also Mlan, 2004.

! The fo | owng paragraphs are taken fromEkecrantz et a., 2003.

° Defined by Beck: “(.). theexplicit or inplicit assunptions about the nation-state being
the power container of socia processes and the national being the key-order for
studyi ng naj or soci a, econonic and palitica processes (...) Asociodogy that renains
happi |y glued to its omn society and tines wll not have nuch to contribute.” (Beck.
2002: 21)

® John Downi ng nenti ons these two and a coupl e of other countries, but he a so notes,
inthis cotext, that “evenin snall nations certain regonal specifics nay play a very
large cutural as well as econonic and pditical ro e’ (Dowing, 2001).
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7Oleap|oroachalongthaseIinasvouldbethentbdel recently suggested by Sott Lashin
wich“thedobal infornational cuture’ is characterized by different class-determning
zones, or spaces, traversing netropolitan and rura, uptow and suburban, and ot her
types of traditional geographical areas (Lash, 2002 28ff).

® Thisis taken fronKar's idetificaion o five “staecertrist” dvisios besed on
incone, trade, resources, qaity of life and bocs, respectivdy. Bt Sdar'spart is
that the wd e idea of such state-centrist classification is questiondd e, as ve have
argued above.

*Thisis devel oped further in ny discussion of the Q\WNeffect thesis (Ekecrantz, 2004.).
® The quote is fromlvan Zassoursky's recent book Mdia and Pover in Post-Sovi et
Russia (2004: 230). It contains a wealth of infornation about today's nedia and
political and econonic actors in Russia

" Adrel Sleifer and Dl Treisnan, “Russia: ANornal Quntry”, The Mbscow Ti nes,
Mrch 4, 2004.

1211'16\ri<sgo%to\dadinhr khozi kov viho did this search. Hs general conclusionis thet
Russian did not pay nuch attention the the alternative Forum because the general

opinionhas it that the anti-gl obalizati on novenent is sonething frivad ous that can not
have any real influence on the vorl d's economic and politica processes.

® @V carried brief reports, nostly fromthe openings and cl osings of al V&S 2001-
2004. In 2001 and 2002 the V& and the V& were franed as “rival shows” and in
2003 one covered the protests at the V@ against the S attack on Irag.

“ Htp/idlies.dliace2l org fsnarticl e php3a d

* e further the anal yses of i ncongruences between the organi zati ona formof the VB
and journalistic practices and agendas in the contribution in this vo une by Rousil ey
Mi a and Mria Gres Gastro. For a di scussi on of netaphorical uses of “carnival” and
“spectacl €, representing aternati ve and nai nstreamcul tura forns, respectively, see
Ekecrantz, in print. As “utopid the term“carnival” has both strongy negetive ad
posi tive connotations inthe different nedia vorlds of the Shedi sh press.
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